





LA MASONERIA EN COSTA RICA

FREEMASONRY IN COSTA RICA

Una obra de la naturaleza del “'Libro Azul” no llenaria el
lo que se propone, si en él no figuraran todas aquellas Insti-
ones humanitarias, de beneficencia, de socorros mutuos, las de
cler religioso y las de indole social que revisten positiva im-
ancia. De la cultura de Costa Rica habria de juzgarse
rrectamente si al mundo no se le hiciese saber que dentro de
confines de este pais pueden vivir tranquilamente todos los
bres de buena voluntad cualesquiera que sean sus creencias
josas 0 sus ideas respecto a los medios de obtener el perfec-
amiento fisico y moral de las sociedades.

omando esto en cuenta vamos a ocuparnos ahora de la Ma-
fa en Costa Rica, desde su fundacién hasta nuestros dias.
La Francmasonerfa fué introducida a Costa Rica en 1865,
ido el Gran Oriente Neo-Granadino expidié con fecha 28
unio del propio ano la patente a la Logia Caridad No. 26,
trabajar en San José. Después, en 1867 se establecié la
2 Union Fraternal No. 19, bajo los ausp'cios de la Gran
a de Cuba,

En 1870 existian ademads de las Logias arriba mencionadas,
ogiat Esperanza y Fe, El 9 de enero de 1871 se fundé el
pmo Consejo de Francmasones, y de éste aceptaron nuevas
§ las Logias existentes y otras que fueron constituidas en esta
blica, entre los afios de 1871 y 1875, y que son las si-
tes: Caridad No. 1, Esperanza No. 2, Fe No. 3, Unién
mal No. 7, Progreso No. 9, Maravilla No. 12, Sincera
lad No. 18, Desengaiio No. 14, Concordia y la Porvenir.
En 1875 el Gran Oriente de Centro América (Guatemala)
6 Carta a las siguientes Logias: Regeneracién No. 6, en
José; Unién Fraternal No. 9 de Limén, en 1892; La Luz
12, de San José, en 1897; la Libertad No. 15, en San
en 1898; la Phoenix de Limén, en 1899; de éstas traba-
| inglés la Phoenix y La Luz.

En diciembre 7 de 1899 la fraternidad costarricense con-
 constituir un Cuerpo Administrativo para las Logias Sim-
5, y entonces se fundé La Gran Logia, siendo su primer
Maestro el h. A. G. M. Gillot. Los Grandes Maestros
han sucedido han sido los siguientes: En 1900, el h. Ge-
Rucavado; en 1901, el h. Manuel Aragén; en 1902, el
gardo Mora Fernandez; en 1903, el h. John M. Keith;
304, ¢l h. Gustavo Pradilla; en 1905, el h. Tomas Pove-
n 1908 y 1909, el h, Genaro Rucavado; en 1910, el
mon Castro Fernandez; en 1911 a 1912, el h. Robert S.

Were the ‘‘Libro Azul" not to mention and give a brief skeich
of all the most important charitable and humanitary institutions,
both social and religious to be found in Costa Rica, it would not

be fulfilling its aim, and the world possibly not be aware that

with‘n the boundaries of this little country, men of good will,
whatsover their creed, can live peacefully and at the same time
make known and put in practice their beliefs and ideas for the
betterment, both physical and moral, of humanity.

Taking this into account, we will now make a short histo-
rical review of Freemasonry in Costa Rica, since its establishment.

Freemasonry was first introduced into Costa Rica in the
year 1865, when the Grand Orient of New Granada chartered
Caridad Lodge No. 26, to work in San Jose. This was followed
1867 by the establishment of Union Faternal Lodge No. 16,
under the Grand Lodge of Cuba,

In the year 1870 it appears that in addition of the above
mentioned Lodges, there existed in Costa Rica Esperanza and Fe
Lodges. In 1871 a Supreme Council of the A. and A. S. R. was
founded, from which these Lodges accepted fresh charters, and
others were constituted, 1871-1875. Among those which have
been traced in this Republic, were the following: Caridad No.
1, Esperanza- No. 2, Fe No. 3, Union Fraternal No. 7, Pro-
greso No. 9, Maravilla No. 12, Sincera Amistad No. 13, Des-
engaiio No. 14, Concordia and also Porvenir,

Early in 1875, owing to political conditions, the Grand
Orient and its Lodges became dormant, until April 1883, when
the Grand Orient was revived. In 1887 the Grand Orient and
Supreme Council were transferred to Guatemala.

In 1888 the Grand Orient of Central America (Guatemala)
chartered Regeneracién No. 6, San José; in 1892, Union Fra-
ternal No. 9, Limon; in 1897, La Luz, San Jose; in 1898,
Libertad No. 15, San Jose; and in 1899, a dispensation was
issued to Phoenix, Limon; Lodges Phoenix and La Luz work
in English.

In December the 7th 1899 the Craft in Costa Rica consti-
tuted its own ruling body, declaring the establishment of the
Grand Lodge of Costa Rica, adopted a constitution, and elected
and installed as first Grand Master, Bro. Arthur G. M. Gillot.
The Grand Masters who have succeeded him have been as
follows: in 1900, Jenaro Rucavado; in 1901, Manuel Aragén;
in 1902, Ricardo Mora Fernandez; in 1903, John M. Keith;
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